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Who makes the final decision?
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Your visions for I-81
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Your visions for I-81

5/
25

/1
1

57
 o

f 1
51

5/25/11
66 of 151 5/

25
/1

1
67

 o
f 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

89
 o

f 1
51

5/
25

/1
1

11
3 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

11
4 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

11
5 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

11
6 

of
 1

51
5/25/11

126 of 151

5/25/11
128 of 151

5/25/11
130 of 151

5/25/11
132 of 151

5/
25

/1
1

13
4 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

13
6 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

13
8 

of
 1

51

5/
25

/1
1

13
9 

of
 1

51



Common categories of concepts

Numerous ideas were shared at the 
May 2011 workshops ranging from 
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK

CATEGORIES

COMMON CONCEPTS
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No-Build strategy: defined

WHY CONSIDER THIS  
STRATEGY?
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WHAT ISSUES WILL THIS 
STRATEGY ADDRESS?
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MODE SPLIT
 – How many people will 
drive, take the bus, 
walk, bike, etc.?

NETWORK 
ASSIGNMENT

 – What routes will be 
used for the trips?

3

 – How many trips will 
be made?

TRIP 
GENERATION

Regional Travel Demand Model

Regional Travel Demand Model

TRIP 
DISTRIBUTION

 – Where will the trips 
come from and go to?

Trip Origin �	�������
��� Road/Highway Automobile Trip Transit Trip Pedestrian Trip Bicycle TripKey:
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SMTC’s model is a “Four Step 
Model” that takes inputs such as 
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Modeling the future

PROJECTED GROWTH IN TRAFFIC VOLUMES 
(2007 TO 2040)*
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Onondaga
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Clay

Syracuse

Salina
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Geddes
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Lysander

Increase in Daily Traffic 
< 500

500 to 1,000

1,000 to 4,000

4,000 to 8,000

> 8,000
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Modeling the present

I-81 NORTHBOUND TRAFFIC FLOWS: 
TRAFFIC COUNTS AND MODELED VOLUMES

Model Output

Camillus, Elbridge, Lysander, Van Buren
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DAILY WORK TRIPS BY DISTRICT GOING TO 
SYRACUSE: CENSUS DATA VS. MODEL OUTPUT

2000 Census

MODEL ARTERIAL SPEEDS COMPARED TO 
OBSERVED ARTERIAL SPEEDS
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WHY THE DIFFERENCE?
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Why is a Transit System Analysis 
Part of The I-81 Challenge?

Image Source: CENTROImage Source: CENTRO
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TRANSIT SYSTEM ANALYSIS: NEEDS



TRANSIT SYSTEM ANALYSIS

Why is a Transit System Analysis 
Part of The I-81 Challenge?
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GOAL: IMPROVE SERVICE AND MOBILITY 
WITHIN THE CITY OF SYRACUSE

OBJECTIVE:
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GOAL: IMPROVE SUBURBAN COMMUTER SERVICES TO 
DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE AND UNIVERSITY HILL

OBJECTIVE:

B
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A
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TRANSIT SYSTEM ANALYSIS: GOALS & OBJECTIVES



Urban Peak Ridership
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MAP CONCLUSIONS



Suburban Peak Ridership

 – In general, the suburban commuter 
routes are less than 50% occupied. 

 – Park and Rides and express routes 
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generally operate well below 
capacity outside of the City. 

MAP CONCLUSIONS







Transit Corridor Enhancements

BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT)
Bus rapid transit, or BRT, combines the 
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LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT (LRT)
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BUSPLUS FACTS:
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LOW Intensity BRT Example: 
Mixed Traffic with Queue Jumpers
CDTA BusPlus: Albany, NY
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MEDIUM Intensity BRT Example: 
Bus-Only Lanes
RTA HealthLine: Cleveland, OH
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HIGH Intensity BRT Example: 
Designated Transit Way
Los Angeles Metro Orange Line
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ORANGE LINE FACTS:
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RIVER RAIL FACTS:
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LOW Intensity LRT Example: 
Streetcar Circulator
Little Rock River Rail
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METRO FACTS:
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HIGH Intensity LRT Example: 
New Rail
Phoenix Metro Light Rail
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